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This appeal arises pursuant to the Texas Workers’ Compensation Act, TEX. LAB.
CODE ANN. § 401.001 et seq. (1989 Act). A contested case hearing was held on June
24, 2002. The hearing officer determined that the claimant’s
compensable injury extended to and included bilateral cubital tunnel syndrome (CuTS)
with a period of disability caused thereby. The carrier appeals the strength of the
evidence supporting this determination, and the claimant responds seeking affirmance.

DECISION
We affirm the hearing officer’s decision.

There was conflicting evidence offered as to whether the claimant’s diagnosed
CuTS related to his carpal tunnel syndrome injury sustained several months earlier.
The hearing officer is the sole judge of the relevance, the materiality, weight, and
credibility of the evidence presented at the hearing. Section 410.165(a). The decision
should not be set aside because different inferences and conclusions may be drawn
upon review, even when the record contains evidence that would lend itself to different
inferences. Garza v. Commercial Insurance Company of Newark, New Jersey, 508
S.W.2d 701 (Tex. Civ. App.-Amarillo 1974, no writ). An appeals-level body is not a fact
finder, and does not normally pass upon the credibility of witnesses or substitute its own
judgment for that of the trier of fact, even if the evidence would support a different result.
National Union Fire Insurance Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania v. Soto, 819
S.W.2d 619, 620 (Tex. App.-El Paso 1991, writ denied); American Motorists Insurance
Co. v. Volentine, 867 S.W.2d 170 (Tex. App.-Beaumont 1993, no writ). The site of the
trauma and its immediate effects are not necessarily determinative of the nature and
extent of the compensable injury and the full consequences of the original injury,
together with the effects of its treatment, upon the health and body of the worker are to
be considered. Western Casualty and Surety Company v. Gonzales, 518 S.W.2d 524
(Tex. 1975). The period of disability found for this aspect of the injury has support in the
medical and testimonial evidence.

The decision of the hearing officer will be set aside only if the evidence
supporting the hearing officer's determination is so weak or against the overwhelming
weight of the evidence as to be clearly wrong or manifestly unjust. Atlantic Mutual
Insurance Company v. Middleman, 661 S.W.2d 182 (Tex. App.-San Antonio 1983, writ
refd n.r.e.). We cannot agree that this was the case here, and affirm the decision and
order.
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The true corporate name of the insurance carrier is SERVICE LLOYDS INSURANCE
COMPANY and the name and address of its registered agent for service of process is

JOSEPH KELLY-GRAY, PRESIDENT
6907 CAPITOL OF TEXAS HIGHWAY NORTH
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78755.

Susan M. Kelley
Appeals Judge

CONCUR:

Thomas A. Knapp
Appeals Judge

Veronica Lopez
Appeals Judge
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